
smith-lectures_001 1  

Finding Aid for the 
William Henry Smith Lectures Collection 

 
 
Descriptive Summary 
Repository: University Archives, Department of Special Collections, Washington  
 University Libraries, One Brookings Drive, Campus Box 1061, St. Louis,  
 MO 63130, Telephone: (314) 935-5444 or (314) 935-9730,  
 Fax (314) 935-8320, e-mail:  spec@wumail.wustl.edu,  

website: http://library.wustl.edu/units/spec/archives  
Creator: William Henry Smith Foundation. 
Title: William Henry Smith Lectures Collection. 
Dates:  1871-1898. 
Quantity:  0.1 linear feet. 
Language:  English. 
 
Historical Note 
Washington University began offering free lectures to the St. Louis community in 
1872, mostly on scientific topics.  A more regular series of lectures on varied 
topics began in early 1875, with talks given by the University professors and 
Chancellor Eliot.  Later that year, Eliot received correspondence from a friend 
William Henry Smith (also the brother of James Smith, member of the 
University’s Board of Directors) with an offer to endow a lecture series at the 
University known as the “Eliot Lecture Endowment Fund.”  The offer was 
announced by Chancellor Eliot, and discussed by the Board of Directors, which 
accepted the offer, but recommended the fund be named the “William Henry 
Smith Lecture Endowment Fund.”  The first lectures of the new series were given 
in April of 1875.  (For additional information see “Washington University Annual 
Catalogue, 1875-76 pages 58-59; and “History of the College of Washington 
University, 1871-1883” Louis Clair Held, MA Thesis 1941, page 80-83). 
 
Scope and Content Notes 
Contains list of paid lectures and free lectures before and after the Smith Fund 
was established.  Also an invitation from Chancellor Throop to a lecture by T.S. 
Eliot sponsored by the William Henry Smith Foundation, and a program of the 
Smith Lectures. 
 
Arrangement   
Items are arranged by topic, and then alphabetically. 
 
Administrative Information 

Source of Collection 
This material was donated to the University Archives. 
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 There are no accruals. 
 
 Processing Information 
 Compiled by Andrew Lin in October 2009. 
 
Restrictions  
 Access Restrictions 
 There are no restrictions to access. 
 
 Use Restrictions 

Users of the collection must read and abide by the Rules for the Use of 
University Archives Materials. 
 
Users of the collection who wish to use items from this collection, in whole 
or in part, in any form of publication (as defined in the form) must sign and 
submit to the Washington University Archives a hard copy of the 
Notification of Intent to Quote from or Publish University Archives 
Materials form. 

All publication not covered by fair use restricted to those who have 
permission of the copyright holder. 
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