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Biographical Note

Arthur B. Cleaves completed his thesis “Geology of the Wamsutta red beds and
their relation to associated sediments and igneous rocks in the Narragansett
basin” in 1929 at Brown University, Providence, RIl. He also studied at Harvard
University, completing a thesis entitled “The Geology of the New Bloomfield
Quadrangle, Pennsylvania” [year completed unknown]. In the 1930s he was a
professor of geology at Lafayette College in Easton, PA and served as the chief
geologist of Pennsylvania Turnpike Authority. Cleaves was a Professor at
Washington University in St. Louis from circa 1950 — 1958 and served as
chairman of the Engineering Geology Division, (of the Geological Society of
America) in 1953. During the 1940s he also worked to compile a listing of over
600 North American engineering geologists for the Society.

“At the 1958 annual meeting in St. Louis, Program Chairman Arthur B. Cleaves
of Washington University arranged for a half hour panel appearance on a local
television station, along with incoming Chairman Robert F. Legget and Secretary
George Kiersch. The public-affairs show covered geological activities of broad
interest, with particular focus on the frequent slope failures of the St. Louis region
associated with old Mississippi River terraces. The television appearance on
geological endeavors was widely received by the Society as a new direction for
the recognition of applied geological efforts and concerns for the environment.
The technical program at the St. Louis meeting included first-time review on
research and related needs in the field engineering geology.”

Source:

“History And Heritage Of Engineering Geology Division, Geological Society Of
America, 1940s to 1990,” from Chapter 4 “The Heritage Of Engineering Geology:
The First Hundred Years” GSA Centennial Special Volume 3, 1991
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Scope and Content Notes
Materials related to Cleave’s work as chief geologist during construction of the
Pennsylvania Turnpike in the 1930s, along with some later publications.

Arrangement
By size, and then in alphabetical order.

Administrative Information
Source of Collection
This material was donated to the University Archives.

Accruals
There are no accruals.

Processing Information
Compiled by Miranda Rectenwald in October 2009.

Restrictions
Access Restrictions
There are no restrictions to access.

Use Restrictions
Users of the collection must read and abide by the Rules for the
Use of University Archives Materials.

Users of the collection who wish to use items from this collection, in
whole or in part, in any form of publication (as defined in the form)
must sign and submit to the Washington University Archives a hard
copy of the Notification of Intent to Quote from or Publish University
Archives Materials form.

All publication not covered by fair use restricted to those who have
permission of the copyright holder.

Collection Contents
Box No. Folder

01 Pennsylvania Turnpike (notebooks) 4 items
Pennsylvania Turnpike (photos)
Pennsylvania Turnpike (publications regarding)
Pennsylvania Turnpike (survey)

Pennsylvania Turnpike (symposium)
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Publications by Cleaves

02 Oversized maps and drawings related to the Pennsylvania Turnpike
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