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welcome to Off the Shelf, Washington University Libraries’ new magazine.

With the launch of this publication, the Libraries are celebrating some

recent accomplishments and looking ahead. This issue features articles on

some of our outstanding collections and staff and on plans for the future.

The magazine’s name exemplifies libraries today. We are building on 

tradition, and expanding access to resources through technology. We are

reaching more and more people beyond the walls of the library even as

we bring more people into the beautiful spaces we’ve created. Our books,

our study spaces for individuals and groups, and certainly our café attract

users, as do our 24/7 electronic services. As the “Library without Walls”

article in this issue demonstrates, as we become more digital, we move

further “off the shelf” to reach a wider audience and to provide the best

resources possible.

Even as we embrace change, we value our history and heritage. The recent

celebration of the Libraries’ centennial as a government documents

depository reflects our important role as a keeper of our country’s history.

We thank the supporters who have been with us over the years, helping

us build strong collections. We look forward to the new friends we will

gain in the coming years.

We hope you enjoy this issue of Off the Shelf and those to come. If you have

questions or comments, contact the editors at offtheshelf@library.wustl.edu.

Or if you would like to contact me, call my office at 314-935-5400 or email

me at shirley.baker@wustl.edu.

shirley k. baker
Vice Chancellor for Information Technology & 

Dean of University Libraries 



olin library emerges anewA Look Back

02

W
A

S
H

I
N

G
T

O
N

 
U

N
I

V
E

R
S

I
T

Y
 

L
I

B
R

A
R

I
E

S

03

S
P

R
I

N
G

 
0

6
 

Every year the libraries host events that highlight our
collections and services and celebrate scholarship at
Washington University. The pictures below represent
a few important library events from recent years.

anne posega, (right)
head of Special Collections,
and erin davis, curator
of rare books, hold memen-
tos “hot off the press” at
the 2005 annual open
house of the Kranzberg
Illustrated Book Studio.
The studio, created in 
part through gifts from
library and art supporters
Kenneth and Nancy
Kranzberg, is a classroom
and workplace for student
bookmakers. Every year, at
the open house, the Nancy
Award is presented to the
students who produced
the most outstanding
work that academic year.
In 2006, the studio moves
to its new home in the
Sam Fox School of Design
and Visual Arts.

In 2001, the Libraries acquired an historic 
and largely unexplored collection of materials
owned by Blackside, Inc., the largest African-
American-owned film production company 
of its day. Founded by henry hampton,
a 1961 WU alumnus, Blackside produced eyes
on the prize, the seminal documentary
film series on the civil rights movement,
as well as documentaries on social justice,
democracy, the arts, the sciences, and religion.
All materials used in the research and pro-
duction of these films now reside at the 
Film & Media Archive, at West Campus Library.
To celebrate this acquisition, the Libraries
hosted a lecture by civil rights activist
julian bond, who narrated Eyes on the
Prize, shown here talking with chancellor
mark wrighton.

The three-year project to renovate and expand the John M. Olin Library reshaped 
the main library facility into a more comfortable, light-filled building ready to meet
the needs of the 21st century University community. The renovation was designed 
by architects Kallmann McKinnell & Wood (Boston) and was completed, almost
miraculously, without compromising the library’s hours of operation. The project
proceeded level by level, with books and staff shifting as needed and each of Olin’s
1,551,000 items moving, on average, 2.5 times.

The renovation has won several awards, including 
a 2005 Keystone Project of the Year Award from
Associated General Contractors, a 2005 Regional
Excellence Award from St. Louis Construction News 
& Review, and a 2004 St. Louis Design Honor Award
from the St. Louis chapter of the American Institute 
of Architects. Above photo: Robert Benson

Several hundred people attended the Olin
Library rededication ceremony, held outdoors,
south of the library, on May 7, 2004. Among
the speakers were Neil Rudenstine, former
president of Harvard University, who delivered
the keynote address, and Professor Wayne
Fields, shown above at the podium.

When professor emeritus
and author extraordinaire
william gass turned
80, the Libraries hosted an
October 2004 party 
complete with readings,
remarks, an exhibition,
and a reception. Friends,
colleagues, and admirers
gathered in Olin Library’s
Whispers Café to hear
readings from several of
Gass’s works along with
tributes by Chancellor
Emeritus William Danforth
and others. An exhibition
of photographs by Michael
Eastman, with text by
Gass, was on view during
and after the party.

mona van duyn (1921-2004) won
the National Book Award and the
Pulitzer Prize for Poetry and was U.S.
Poet Laureate. She was pivotal 
in building the Libraries’ Modern
Literature Manuscripts Collection,
persuading many important writers
to place their papers here. In March
2005, the Libraries and the English
Department celebrated Van Duyn’s
life and work by hosting an event
where poets and friends read from
her work. Visit www.artsci.wustl.edu/
~english/news/mona.htm to hear
Van Duyn reading her poems.

Reference and Circulation are

located at the help center on

level 1. Mary Butkus

The Ginkgo Reading Room on

level 1 houses exhibitions and

events. Robert Benson

Small group studies are located

on level 2. Mary Butkus

Whispers Café on level 1 allows

students to take breaks without

leaving the library. Mary Butkus
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what is a government document? 
Admit it. When you hear the term “government documents,” images
come to mind of thick books with small type, transcripts from congres-
sional hearings, and statistical minutia.

Or maybe you think of the Constitution, the Articles of Confederation,
or the Bill of Rights—some of the very first U.S. documents.

But Washington University’s government 
publications librarian Barbara Rehkop wants
readers to know that, while government docu-
ments do include all of the above, they also
include publications like a coffee table book on
the art in the Senate building…the bestselling
9-11 Commission Report…photographs of the
surface of Mars…and posters by Works Progress
Administration artists, just to name a few. 

Government documents are books, brochures,
CDs, microfilm, websites, and maps. They 
are the U.S. Census, congressional reports,
Supreme Court decisions, scientific studies,
and more. 

“Documents like the narrative of Commodore Perry’s expedition to
Japan and John Wesley Powell’s surveys of the Grand Canyon reveal 
our past,” says Rehkop. Recent documents reflect debates on topics like
stem cell research, homeland security, and rebuilding the Gulf Coast.
Government documents reflect who we are as Americans.

the federal depository library program
Government documents are created by every federal governmental
agency, making the U.S. government the world’s largest publisher. The
Government Printing Office (GPO) prints these agencies’ documents
and distributes them to more than 1,250 libraries around the country.
This network of libraries—the Federal Depository Library Program—
was created in 1813 to guarantee that federal information would be
accessible to the American public. 

“One of the principles of democracy is that our elected and appointed
representatives cannot be effective, nor can we as citizens be involved in
decision-making, if we are not informed,” says Barbara Rehkop. Federal
depositories provide free, local access to government information. By
gathering and preserving government documents and helping patrons
use them, depository libraries build communication between the people
and the government. 

In 2006, the Washington University Libraries celebrated their 100th 
year as a federal depository, hosting several events and displaying an
exhibition entitled Celebrating 100 Years of Federal Information in the 
John M. Olin Library. 

CELEBRATING 100 YEARS OF 
FEDERAL INFORMATION EXHIBIT
2006 marks the University Libraries’ 100th year as a 
U.S. federal depository library, receiving, storing, and
making available documents published by the govern-
ment. In addition to hosting two scholarly talks and a
formal ceremony, the Libraries sponsored the exhibition
Celebrating 100 Years of Federal Information, on display in
the John M. Olin Library January 17 – March 31. Curated
by librarians Barbara Rehkop and David Straight—with
assistance from Roxanna Herrick, preservation adminis-
trator; Barbara Hoffman, government publications 
assistant; and graduate students Crystal Alberts and
Sarah Robins—the exhibit featured items from the
Libraries’ collection of government documents.

Celebrating 100 Years of Federal Information focused 
on government documents as records of our nation’s
history and stressed the beauty of the documents 
themselves. The exhibit included documents from every
decade, from the 1790s to today. Many items explored
the history of government printing and University,
St. Louis, and Missouri history. Others revealed relation-
ships between current events and those of years ago.

The exhibit’s image of victims of the 1906 San Francisco
earthquake from the Earthquake in California April 18,
1906: Special Report of Maj. Gen. Adolphus W. Greely
addressed this last theme, reminding viewers of more
recent natural disasters.

Also featured was the U.S. Congressional Serial Set of
1882’s “A Study of the Manuscript Troano” by Cyrus
Thomas. The Manuscript Troano, a Mayan codex, is a
striking work of art, and its study represents the kind 
of investigations sponsored by the federal government
in the 19th century, a time when exploration of the
country included fields such as botany, zoology, geology,
linguistics, and ethnology.

An online exhibit, found at www.library.wustl.edu/
govdocs100.html, continues the celebration of the 
centennial and provides more information.

Jobs the WPA Way, brochure

by the Works Progress

Administration, 1936  

Dean Baker and U.S. Superintendent

of Documents Judy Russell toast at

the Celebrating 100 Years of Federal
Information reception this spring.

Russell presented a shadowbox 

honoring the Libraries’ centennial 

as a depository library.

Japanese fish,

Perry expedition 

Revealing America:

Illustration from Perry

expedition report to

Congress, 1856 

Bird from Macao,

Perry expedition

100 years of government documents 
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Printing Act moves
Superintendent of
Documents and
functions to GPO

Washington University faculty and graduate students from many disci-
plines use the documents collection. For example, Elizabeth Childs,
associate professor of art history and archaeology, is researching John
Wesley Powell’s geographic surveys of the Grand Canyon from the 1860s
and ’70s. 

Childs says, “In the years following the Civil War, science and art came
together in the exploration of the American West. Ambitious federal 
surveys, funded between 1867 and 1878, mapped the nation in the 
common service of scientific knowledge, military control, and industrial
expansion. One of the largest surveys was led by John Wesley Powell.”
Powell’s surveys allowed the U.S. War Department to complete its maps
of the Grand Canyon and surrounding areas, and encouraged further
exploration. 

Physics Professor Michael Friedlander uses government documents to
show how astronomers use historical observations to better understand
the cosmos. He says, “While collecting material for my book, I needed to
consult an 1882 paper dealing with the orbit of Mercury, the innermost
planet in our solar system, which appeared in the American Ephemeris and
Nautical Almanac, published by the Navy’s Bureau of Navigation.”

centennial celebration 
Rehkop feels a sense of discovery working with government documents.
She says, “The books’ old paper, language, topics, and construction
allow users to experience history in a tangible form.” Curating the
Celebrating 100 Years of Federal Information exhibition allowed Rehkop 
to delve into areas of the Libraries’ documents
collection new even for her. Rehkop says, “I’ve
had the opportunity to explore the collection’s
breadth and depth. I’ve been able to go off on
tangents and come back, and it’s been great fun.” 

documents at washington university libraries 
The University Libraries hold more than one million government 
documents, including books, periodicals, microforms, and maps. The
Libraries also provide access to more than 39,000 electronic government
documents. Government documents are held in several libraries on 
campus, including Olin Library’s open stacks and Special Collections,
the West Campus Library, the Earth & Planetary Sciences Library, 
the Law Library, and the library of the George Warren Brown School 
of Social Work. The Libraries house documents from every area of 
government, but their collections of the hearings of the Congressional
Committee on Foreign Affairs and of U.S. Geological Survey maps are
especially strong.

Barbara Rehkop manages the Libraries’ documents, serves as liaison 
to the GPO, and helps students and faculty with research that draws 
on government documents. She is aided by librarian David Straight, 
who manages the Libraries’ West Campus facility, where most pre-1976
government documents are housed. 

who uses government documents?
One of Rehkop’s main tasks is informing patrons of what’s actually in
the documents collection. She must combat many students’ assumptions
that government documents are tedious or written in hard-to-read 
governmental jargon. 

Rehkop introduces undergraduates to government documents in the
University’s required writing course, where she teaches students that 
government documents are primary sources or first-hand accounts of
information. As such, they are rich research material. Rehkop says, “I’m
very happy if some freshmen walk away with the sense of government
documents being important primary sources. I’m even happier if they
have a sense of government documents being ‘the real deal’—exciting
expressions of our history.” 

A Mayan codex found in an 1882

Congressional report

“Most government documents librarians I know are 
passionate about seeing that the public is informed
about the activities of their government. It’s important
to realize that today’s decisions may have roots in
events from the 1700s or 1800s.” 

Librarians Barbara Rehkop

and David Straight

prepare for the Celebrating 
100 Years of Federal
Information exhibit

1787
Constitution signed 1813

First distribution of
public documents
to libraries

DIGITIZING
GOVERNMENT
DOCUMENTS 
While the Celebrating 
100 Years of Federal
Information exhibition
looked back in time to the
fragile documents that
record our past, the
Government Printing
Office (GPO) and federal
depository libraries are
currently grappling with
new technologies and the
changes of the digital age.
These days, as much as 
50 percent of government
documents are “born 
digital,” with agencies
bypassing print publication
and posting the documents
on their websites.

Just as there are projects
underway in many institu-
tions (through libraries,
entrepreneurs, Google,
and Yahoo!) to digitize 
historic publications, the
GPO has also announced
an ambitious plan to 
digitize its own historical
documents. The federal
depository community
will work with the GPO 
to insure completeness 
of the digital archive and
adequate repositories for
a minimum number of
print copies. Washington
University Dean of
Libraries Shirley K. Baker
has been involved with
the Association of Research
Libraries to prepare the
depository library commu-
nity for this transition.

1922
Depositories
allowed to select
documents to be
received 

1945
GPO becomes
the first printer
for the UN 

Music for Artillery Drills,

Bugle Calls

Barbara Rehkop

179018001810 1820183018401850186018701880189019001910 1920193019401950196019701980199020002010
2006
WU Libraries’
Celebrating 100
Years of Federal
Information

Victims of 1906

San Francisco

earthquake

1978
WU Law Library
becomes a
depository

1906
WU Libraries become
a depository

1860
Government
Printing Office
opens 

1852
Office of the
Public Printer
established 

1965
System of
Regional and
Selective
depositories
established
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As fascinating as they are, the maps’ sheer
numbers and physical format make their data
difficult to access and interpret. For their pro-
tection, the maps must be stored in closed areas
and retrieved by request. A researcher’s task is
further complicated by the fact that no Missouri
institution owns a full set of the St. Louis maps.
Digitizing a complete run of Whipple and
Sanborn maps will be a collaborative project,
completed by the University Libraries in 
cooperation with the University of Missouri,
the Missouri Historical Society, the St. Louis
Public Library, and the Landmark Society.   

Once digitization is completed, researchers will
be able to access a full run of out-of-copyright
(usually items more than 75 years old) maps
online. An architectural historian in France
could examine the digital maps for building
materials used in the late 19th century, while 
a social work student in New York studies 
them for the effects of road construction on
population patterns in the early 20th century. 

the changing shape of the library 
Digitization allows the Libraries to bring impor-
tant documents to users around the world.
Archived materials such as rare books, film,
and manuscripts can be scanned, cataloged,
and put online to create a digital library, acces-
sible to many and preserved into the future. 

More than just a series of separate electronic
projects, a digital library is made up of online
collections that users browse much as they do 
a physical library. Digital librarians choose,
organize, and care for interrelated materials 
in much the same way that librarians work with
print materials. 

The digital library builds on technological
developments that have been underway for
years. Back in 1983, Olin Library’s card catalog
was replaced by an online catalog. More recently,
because many academic journals are now avail-
able online, the Libraries began housing fewer

print journals. The digital library is the next
step—a way for the Libraries to move from just
subscribing to electronic materials to creating
their own digital resources and opening their
own unique collections for fuller use. 

By building a digital library, the University
Libraries are extending the walls of the library
to wherever a user is able to logon to the internet
and changing the very ways scholarship is done.

But as the digital library complements the
Libraries’ other electronic materials, it also
competes for scarce resources. As libraries
around the world develop digital libraries, 
the University Libraries must ask themselves
tough questions about how they can best create
their own.

digitization means change 
Just as building a print collection requires
more than putting books on shelves, a digital
library requires more than putting materials
online. Digital librarians work with faculty and
other libraries to decide what materials should

This title page of The Song of Solomon appears in the Libraries’

online exhibit Women Artists in the Washington University 
collections, found at www.library.wustl.edu/units/spec/exhibits/.

The book is part of the Libraries’ Triple Crown Collection, held in 

the Department of Special Collections.

Here at Washington University, professors
incorporate these collections into their classes,
and, indeed, some graduate students and faculty
point to specific collections as a key reason for
coming to the University. 

The library’s traditional role has been to 
preserve unique collections within the safety 
of its walls. But what if scholars could access
these collections anywhere, anytime? Today
such access can be realized thanks to a process
called digitization. Original materials are pho-
tographed or scanned to create digital files that
can be posted on the Libraries’ website and
accessed via the internet. When a work is posted
in digital form, more than one user at a time
can explore it. Digitization tears down the 
barriers of place and time, allowing the
Libraries to exist virtually everywhere. 

An upcoming digitization project involves the
fire insurance maps of St. Louis, created by the
Whipple Agency (1870-1898) and the Sanborn
Map Company (1903-mid-1960s). These large-
scale maps (usually drawn at a scale of 50 feet
to one inch, on paper measuring 21 inches by
24 inches) provided information needed by
insurance companies to place a value on various
properties. The maps show streets and provide
detail about buildings, identifying use (residen-
tial or business), the number of stories, con-
struction materials, the number and location 
of doors and windows, and the location of
water and gas mains. The mapmakers revised
these maps frequently, often pasting changes
directly onto the old maps. From business 
closings, to highway construction, to population
movements, the Whipple and Sanborn maps
contain a wealth of information on social history
and cultural change.       

Washington University Libraries has holdings of more
than 3.7 million items. These include many unique
collections—authors’ manuscripts, rare books, maps,
and film and media—of such caliber that they attract
scholars from far and wide. 

A Library without Walls:
the digital library

«

A Whipple map from 1871

shows St. Louis’s Old Cathedral

and surrounding areas.

«
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be online and how they will be presented and
preserved. Digital librarians learn new techni-
cal skills, but more importantly, they determine
how digital collections will relate to each other,
to the Libraries’ physical collections, and to
collections held by other institutions. 

Digital libraries require collaboration. Because
digital libraries can be made accessible to any-
one, anywhere, libraries must coordinate their
digital efforts to assure that unique collections
are made available. Institutions frequently must
work together on digital projects, each con-
tributing resources such as materials, expertise,
and equipment. 

the eames and young test project
In doing the actual work of digitizing materials,
librarians address many concerns, including
recording descriptive information (or “metada-
ta”) about each item, assuring safe handling of
the original materials, making sure each digital
image is correctly recorded, complying with
copyright law, and assuring safe storage of 

digital masters. The Libraries have formed a
team and begun a test project to begin address-
ing these issues. The team is digitizing several 
volumes of photographs of early 20th century
buildings designed by the prestigious St. Louis
architecture firm Eames and Young.

The first issue the team took on was how best
to create metadata for the collection. Metadata
(literally, data about data) is information that
describes a text or image. For example, a
library catalog record is metadata that says
whether a library item is a book or a journal,
where it is located, and who the author is.
Metadata allows users to search a catalog or
website to find what they are looking for. And
once researchers have found an item, metadata
helps them understand it. 

The metadata for the Eames and Young photos
provides information about the buildings in the
photographs, but also about the photographs
themselves. This way, the digital collection 
can be meaningful to a variety of researchers.
Labeling items with metadata is a time-consum-
ing process that requires detailed knowledge of
the materials. Scott Britton, the Libraries’ head
of access, says, “Scanning an item may take five
minutes. However, creating the metadata for
the item may take 20 to 30 minutes or more.”

The physical condition of the originals must 
be considered in creating a digital collection.
The Eames and Young collection consists of
254 black-and-white photographs. Some photos
are faded or discolored, and the images are 
different sizes. A production system must be
created to account for all these variations.

Andrew Rouner joined the
University Libraries as dig-
ital library director, effective
March 1, 2006. Rouner
comes to Washington
University from the
University of Richmond
where he was the digital
resources librarian,
responsible for creating a
digital library presence
and for building relation-

ships with other universities
and archives. He led a proj-
ect to digitize Civil War 
era newspapers to enable
users to search and interact
with the papers online.

Rouner was previously 
the project manager for
the Center on Religion 
and Democracy at the
University of Virginia,
where he designed and

developed a website with
an extensive library of
original material relating
to religion and government.
Rouner earned a doctorate
in religious studies from
the University of Virginia
and a master’s of divinity
from Yale Divinity School.

At Washington University,
Rouner will direct, plan,

and implement digital
projects, working with fac-
ulty, librarians, and admin-
istrators to create and
manage digital content
for teaching and research.

Any faculty member
engaged in or interested
in creating a digital project
should contact Rouner at
arouner@wustl.edu.

Items must be digitized with an eye toward how
they will be preserved in the future. Because
neither the future uses for the image nor future
technological changes are known now, digital
librarians must preserve the images at a high
quality and consider how they will be stored. 

The constraints of copyright law must also be
taken into account when the Libraries bring
materials into a more accessible and transfer-
able digital format. The Eames and Young
team has established a process to follow when
the copyright status of materials is unclear. 

The Libraries are selecting equipment to pur-
chase for future digital projects. Even more
important than hardware are the many support
services required for a digital library. The
University Libraries have hired a digital library
director to provide the needed leadership. 

The University Libraries are laying the ground-
work for significant change in what they provide
users and in how users will eventually think of 
a library. 

the global digital library
According to Associate Dean Gail Oltmanns,
“The ultimate goal is for the Washington
University Libraries to be part of a network of
digital libraries around the world, a truly global
digital library. We make our curatorial and 
purchasing decisions with that in mind.” 

This global digital library is changing scholar-
ship and the world of the academy. Head of
Access Scott Britton says, “In the foreseeable
future, tenure may be based on digital projects
as much as or more than print.” Librarians 
may be involved in a professor’s research from
beginning to end, supporting faculty members’
creation of research that can be preserved digi-
tally and ultimately publishing the work on the
Libraries’ website.

As technology advances, the capabilities of the
digital library will also evolve. The Libraries
plan for the future, making decisions based 
on what we know now and expecting change to
continue. These efforts, along with digitization
efforts of Google and Yahoo!, will take the
Libraries and the academy into new and 
exciting territory.

The library of the future will still prominently
feature a help desk, shelf upon shelf of books
and periodicals, computers, and study and
reading areas. The number of books owned by
the University Libraries will continue to grow,
and users will still have expert librarians to
help them identify and locate materials. But
the library itself will be at their fingertips, the
physical and the digital existing side by side,
functioning together seamlessly. 

The pace of change is breathtaking,
exciting, and challenging. The library
of the future is now.

Andrew Rouner

DRED SCOTT DIGITIZED
As the 20th century drew to a close, the
University Libraries began working with
faculty to lay the foundation for a digital
library. In 1999, the Libraries collaborated
with the University’s American Culture
Studies Program, the St. Louis Circuit
Court, and the Missouri State Archives
to preserve and digitize the original
papers of the Dred and Harriet Scott
freedom suits, and to create a website
where these historic documents would
be available to all.

Dred Scott and his wife Harriet sued for their freedom in the St. Louis Circuit
Court in 1846. Eleven years later, the suit arrived at the U.S. Supreme Court,
which issued the landmark decision that the Scotts must remain slaves and
that slavery would be legal in all U.S. territories. This momentous judgment
contributed to the rising tensions between the free and slave states just before
the American Civil War.

Each of the 86 pages of St. Louis Circuit Court documents related to the Scotts’
freedom suit was scanned, tagged with information to describe it, and added to
a database. The scans were placed on the Libraries’ website where they remain
available. In its first year, the Dred Scott site received nearly a million information
requests from visitors around the world. The Dred Scott materials consistently
rank in the top three most-visited areas on the Libraries’ website. Only the
Libraries’ online catalog and the electronic databases draw more visitors.

The Dred Scott project, now available online for five years, was done before the
Libraries had the capacity to create a complete digital library. The project provided
a model for the future and showed how important digital capabilities are and
how well-received they can be.

View the Dred Scott documents at www.library.wustl.edu/vlib/dredscott/

Ely & Walker Dry Goods

Company Warehouse, St. Louis,

1905, designed by Eames and

Young architects

From Dred Scott’s petition to

sue for freedom, filed April 6,

1846 in the St. Louis First

Circuit Court.

ANDREW ROUNER,
DIRECTOR OF THE
DIGITAL LIBRARY
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the new earth & planetary sciences 
building opened on Washington University’s
main campus in fall 2005, offering new class-
rooms, laboratories, and offices. In addition,
this handsome new building gives the depart-
ment something it long had needed: a new
library. The Ronald Rettner Earth & Planetary
Sciences Library is named after 1972 Arts &
Sciences alumnus Ronald Rettner, a generous
University supporter. 

This 3200-square-foot library serves the Earth
& Planetary Sciences Department but can be
used by anyone at the University. It features 
a comfortable reading room with soft chairs
and a spacious reference area. Easily the
University’s most colorful library, with a mix 
of earthy reds, oranges, and greens that match
the decor of the building, the library offers
users a welcoming, light-filled environment. 

In addition to almost 40,000 volumes and 
subscriptions to some 175 print and electronic
journals, the library features public access com-
puters, a map room, a workroom for scanning
and printing, and a small-group room where 
students can study or view videos. Compact
shelving provides twice as much shelf space as
the old Wilson Hall location. Adjacent to the
library is the department’s computer classroom,
which library staff use to conduct library
instruction. 

Above the library entrance is a mural depicting
the Transantarctic Mountains with the moon,
Mercury, and Venus visible in the sky. The
mural represents aspects of the department’s

work—paleontology, geology, and planetary
study—and reflects the library’s crucial role 
in the department. 

the staff and the resources 
Earth & Planetary Sciences librarian Clara
McLeod manages the library, and her full-time
assistants Cheryl Morton and Marty Campbell
have backgrounds appropriate to the library.
Doctoral student Dawn Cardace says, “Clara
McLeod is a wonderful librarian, managing
and building resources, and maintaining a
comfortable, welcoming work environment.
Cheryl and Marty are always helpful and knowl-
edgeable, and have consistently gone above
and beyond in assuring access to materials.”

Departmental library staff members’ close
working relationship with faculty means staff
know which resources faculty need and are
able to focus the collections. Professor Robert
Dymek says, “We are blessed to have a depart-
mental library, as are all science departments
on campus. Virtually everything that I need for
my work has been available at the library, and
when it’s not, the library gets it.” 

Because the most current scientific research
appears in journals, the library acquires schol-
arly journals in print and digital form. Recent
acquisitions include Geomicrobiology Journal and
Astrobiology. Good maps are also critical to
much of the work of the department. The 
map room of the library houses most of the
University Libraries’ approximately 119,000
maps. It features a strong collection of printed
topographic and thematic maps, as well as

some digital maps, of the United States and
other areas of the world important to the
department. 

Dawn Cardace comments, “I am continually
impressed by the library’s great collection of
fundamental and sometimes rare books in my
field. I am a regular user of print materials,
MOBIUS, and materials from West Campus
Library. I often access library databases from
the Earth & Planetary Sciences Library.” 

mapped spaces: gis
Earth and planetary scientists, as well as scholars
from many other fields, want to map data they
collect across both space and time. The recent
development of new mapping tools is revolu-
tionizing their work. Geospatial Information
Systems (GIS)—software to manage data 
spatially—is now available across the University.
With a cross-disciplinary advisory committee,
hardware and software supported by the
Libraries and Network Technology Services,
and skilled staff, scholars are experimenting
with new ways of analyzing and presenting their
research findings. 

In addition to providing traditional library
services and resources, the Earth & Planetary
Sciences Library promotes the use of geospatial

software at the University. Library assistants
Morton and Campbell have experience working
with the technology and lead workshops to
train the University community. A large-scale
printer and scanner in the library support work
with large-format maps and other computer
output. Scans of fragile maps can substitute for
frequent handling of these endangered items.

Geospatial technology allows researchers to
show information on a computerized map.
Using more than one set of data, researchers
can create maps with several layers of informa-
tion and explore relationships among the data.
For example, researchers could enter data
about the locations of homeless people in a 
city and then add a second layer of information
showing the locations of various services to 
the homeless, revealing whether services are
appropriately located. 

Assistant Professor Jen Smith uses geospatial
technology in her graduate class Surface
Processes where students focus on understanding
landscape evolution—how wind, water, and 
ice sculpt land surface. Students work with
topographic data showing the shape of the land.
The software helps students visualize landscapes,
automates measurements, and allows students
to perform complicated and otherwise time-
intensive analyses of the land’s changes.

In another of Smith’s classes, Earth and the
Environment, students use geospatial technology
to compare levels of seismic hazards in different
California cities by looking at the distance
between active faults and places of human
activity like hospitals and major highways.

In the Ronald Rettner Earth & Planetary
Sciences Library, traditional library resources
dwell with new technologies, which librarians
are instrumental in implementing and teach-
ing. Library staff work hand-in-hand with the
department—and the rest of the University—to
create an environment that aids and promotes
excellent scholarship.

visit the ronald 
rettner earth &
planetary sciences
library
hours
Monday - Thursday
8:30 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.
Friday
8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Saturday
Closed
Sunday
12:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Earth & Planetary
Sciences Building, 3rd floor
(314) 935-5406

eps@wulib.wustl.edu

www.library.wustl.edu/
units/epsc/

Existing in Space:
a portrait of the ronald rettner 
earth & planetary sciences library

AARON ADDISON,
washington 
university geospatial
information systems
coordinator
Effective March 1st, Aaron
Addison was hired to
serve as University-wide
Geospatial Information
Systems (GIS) Coordinator.
Addison is based in
Network Technology
Services, and works across
University departments.

Addison has deep experi-
ence using geospatial
technologies and teaching
others to use them. He has
worked with the St. Louis
Metropolitan Sewer
District, St. Charles County,
Lambert International
Airport, government
organizations in three
states, and Mammoth
Cave National Park.

Faculty interested in 
learning more about
GIS at Washington
University should go 
to www.gis.wustl.edu.

Student workers Indu

Chandrasekhar and Kari

Lombard study in the

library’s reading room.

Librarian Clara McLeod in the

library’s map room.
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washington university libraries’ mission
is to support learning, teaching, research, and
creative expression by providing the University
community with access to information. 

During my tenure as associate dean for library
collections, I have seen a dramatic shift in the
nature of that information and in the choices
the Libraries must make about how to provide
access to it. 

The Libraries have always experienced more
demand for materials than our budget could
support. One of our strategies for meeting
budgetary challenges has been to establish gift
and endowment funds to support collections.
Gift endowments represent the many friends
and benefactors who strengthen the University
Libraries and are critical to our ability to 
provide information to our community. 

In purchasing resources, our traditional
approach has been to strike a balance between
the acquisition of books and journal subscrip-
tions. Difficult choices are nothing new for us,
but in this “information age,” the situation has
become even more challenging, calling for 
new strategies. Library friends, who have always
played an important part in building our col-
lections with their generous donations, now
have a new way to demonstrate their support
through the Libraries’ Most Wanted List, a 
program that allows donors to adopt specific
high-priority titles. 

The dominance of the internet has led publish-
ers to make more and more journals and data-
bases available online. Electronic resources are
extremely attractive, because they are instantly
available from locations on or off campus.
They can be searched far more quickly and 
creatively than can print materials, and they 
do not require physical space in our building
or handling by our staff. 

But electronic resources have a downside as
well. The electronic publications that our pro-
fessors and students need carry hefty upfront
fees. At first glance, this seems rather like a
one-time acquisition fee, just as we pay for
books. However, the initial fees do not convey
ownership. Publishers of electronic resources

almost always charge ongoing fees for continuing
access to these materials, in effect turning all
electronic resources into subscriptions and
making their cost much higher than print
materials. 

Prices have also gone up for traditional
resources like books and print journals. These
days we often must decide between acquiring
print holdings for our collections and providing
access to resources in electronic form. 

Where the budget allows, the Libraries purchase
titles that have the greatest impact on teaching
and research at Washington University.
However, there are many resources that we
would like to make available for our faculty 
and students but for which we have no funds.
Last year, we established the Most Wanted List
as a way to request new, important resources. 

These include books and electronic databases
in virtually every subject area, ranging in price
from a few hundred dollars to more than
$300,000. We are now looking for donors 
who may be interested in “adopting” titles. 
The List is posted on the Libraries’ website
(www.library.wustl.edu/mostwanted/). Take a
look at the List to see if there is anything there
that you might be interested in supporting. 

People who support the Most Wanted List
receive special mention in the Libraries’ online
catalog, as well as appropriate bookplates 
in any books purchased. Gifts of more than
$100,000 are recognized with a name plate on
the benefactors’ wall on level 1 of Olin Library.
Gifts between $25,000 and $100,000 will be 
recognized on a second donor wall, now under
development.

If you have questions about the Most Wanted
List, contact BJ Johnston, associate dean of
University Libraries at 314-935-5468 (bj.johnston
@wustl.edu), or Joy Lowery, director of commu-
nications, at 314-935-5418 (jlowery@wustl.edu).

Olin Library’s donor wall

recognizes the Libraries’

biggest donors. A second

wall is under development.

Tony Deck

New Program Lets Donors
Sponsor a Most Wanted Title

B Y  B J J O H N S T O N ,  A S S O C I A T E  D E A N  O F  C O L L E C T I O N  D E V E L O P M E N T

BJ Johnston

The Libraries have always experienced
more demand for materials than our
budget could support.”

“
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university 
library donors

donors
Total number of
donors in fiscal year
2005: 870

Total amount donated
in fiscal year 2005:
$212,000

endowment
Total library endow-
ment at end of 2005:
$44,747,407*

Danforth endowment
for library technology:
$20,508,279

Other endowments:
$24,239,128

researchers interested in how blacks have
been portrayed in film have a new resource to
explore thanks to the University Libraries’ recent
acquisition of the Black Film Promotional
Materials Collection. The collection is made up
of some 2,700 posters, programs, photographs,
advertisements, press kits, and other materials
used to promote more than 400 films between
1915 and 1980. 

The Libraries’ Film & Media Archives have
incredibly strong holdings in documentary
filmmaking, particularly in the films made by
African-American filmmaker Henry Hampton,
a Washington University alumnus. The Black
Film Promotional Materials Collection
strengthens the Libraries’ existing collections 
by adding another dimension. 

According to John Baugh, director of African
and African-American Studies and Margaret
Bush Wilson Professor in Arts & Sciences, “This
exceptional collection is a wonderful comple-
ment to the Hampton Collection. In the spirit
of Spike Lee’s work, many of these artifacts will
affirm various stages of racism and [show] the
promotion of African Americans in the enter-
tainment industry.” 

Nearly all prominent African-American actors,
directors, and screen writers of several decades
appear in this collection. The collection is rich
in materials on Paul Robeson, Sidney Poitier,
Ossie Davis, Lena Horne, Harry Belafonte,
Dorothy Dandridge, and many others. 

Among the more rare items in the collection
are materials related to films made before
1950, including The Birth of a Nation (1915),
Cabin in the Sky (1941), and Stormy Weather
(1943). The collection also includes materials
for films with all-black casts, including a number
of exceptionally rare pieces from the silent
films of the 1920s. 

Most of the films are American-made, but 
there are some rare holdings from countries
such as the United Kingdom, Denmark,
France, Germany, Poland, and Romania. 

The collection is housed in University Archives,
located at West Campus Library. For more
information contact University Archives by
phone at 314-935-5444 or by email at
spec@wumail.wustl.edu.

Black Film Promotional
Materials Enrich Holdings

This flyer promoted the 1921 silent film Crimson Skull, the first

Western with an all-African-American cast, including world

champion rodeo rider Bill Pickett.

giving to the libraries

why endowments matter
Endowments last forever. The University manages 
its endowments so that the principal grows and the
income keeps up with inflation. The names associated
with endowments endure. Neureuther, Arnold,
Meissner, Whitman, and Wickes are a few of the names
spoken often in the Libraries, thanks to their enduring
gifts. One student told the dean, “All the good books in
the Library have a Carl Neureuther bookplate in them!”
Mr. Neureuther gave the Libraries an endowment to buy
books that would encourage students to read—and it
is working! The bequest from actress Mary Wickes 
(Mary Isabelle Wickenhauser to St. Louisans) allows 
the Libraries to meet the needs of a fast-growing film
studies program. Endowments make the difference
between a good library and a great one.

Today, even the most affluent universities struggle to
provide enough financial support to keep up with the
ongoing need for new resources, as well as the ever-
escalating prices of subscriptions. In recent years,
endowment income has made it possible for the
Libraries to maintain and even increase purchasing
power for new books. Endowment income has also 
supported the acquisition of new electronic databases
supporting research in all academic disciplines. The
Libraries also benefit from an anonymous endowment
for a lecture series and the Darrow endowment for the
preservation of books. Endowments for the Libraries can be
established by as little as $25,000 as a gift or a bequest.Mary Wickes, a supporter of

the Libraries

if information is the currency
of democracy, then libraries
are the banks. WENDELL FORD

* Figure does not include endowments
of the Becker Medical School
Library, the Law Library, or the
George Warren Brown School of
Social Work Library.
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art and books line the walls of the light-
filled library in Hope and Julian Edison’s home.
The space is elegant and inviting, the creation
of two people who see books as art—in content
and in form—and have built a place in which
to enjoy them. The room houses finely bound
books and paintings, and is the showcase for
Julian Edison’s collection of miniature books—
tiny texts less than three inches tall. 

Julian Edison, a member of the Washington
University Libraries’ National Council since
2000, began collecting books during his under-
graduate years at Harvard in the 1950s. 

Reading Cervantes’s Don Quixote for the first s
time, Edison was taken with the book and
decided to collect first editions of it. Although
he soon realized he wasn’t the first person to
have this idea, he had caught the collecting bug. 

On their first wedding anniversary, Hope 
gave Julian a miniature nine-volume set of
Shakespeare’s complete works. These were the
first small-format books Edison had seen, but
they were just the beginning of a collection of
miniatures that has grown to thousands over
the years—including, of course, a miniature
version of Don Quixote. 

miniature book history
Edison’s miniature book collection has indeed
become one of the premiere collections in 
private hands. A glimpse into it demonstrates
these books’ incredible variety:

■ A set of nesting books, like Russian nesting
dolls, by contemporary artist Marylin Poole
Adams

■ A 40-volume set of complete Shakespeare, 
two inches high and easily readable

■ John F. Kennedy’s inaugural address

■ The eulogy from Kennedy’s funeral

■ Facts about the Candidate endorsing Theodore
Roosevelt’s presidential campaign

■ The first book on contraception

■ Promotional copies of magazines   

Surprisingly, miniature books have been made
for almost as long as writing itself has existed.
Miniature books survive from every period of
the history of writing. Edison’s oldest example is
a Babylonian tablet from 2000 BC, slightly larger
than a postage stamp. Over time, miniature
books have been almanacs, Bibles, dictionaries,
picture books, and books for children. They

are frequently works
of beauty; many have
been created for useful
purposes, information
a reader might want
to carry in a pocket.
Edison’s personal
favorites include
jewel-like illuminated
manuscripts and 
antiquarian books. 

Edison recently lent some of his collection 
to the Washington University Libraries for
Professor Joe Loewenstein’s fall 2005 graduate
English class Accessorizing the Renaissance. The
seminar on “the small objects, the ornaments
and accessories of Early Modern personhood”
examined the symbolic meanings of items like
writing tablets and small-format books, asking
the question: What do the objects that people
carried in their pockets in the 16th and 17th
centuries reveal about them? 

Edison was able to provide the class books that
had been used and valued by their owners,
underlining and notations still visible on the
pages. Erin Davis, curator of rare books for the
Libraries, says, “We’re incredibly fortunate that
Mr. Edison has been so generous in allowing
access to his collection for exhibition, scholar-
ship, and teaching. It’s one thing to read
about these extraordinary artifacts in history
books, and another thing altogether to see 
and study the items themselves.”

collecting discoveries
Edison’s pursuit of miniature books has taken
him to auction houses, antiquarian book fairs,
and flea markets such as London’s Portobello
Road. Even more than travel and explorations,
Edison values the opportunities the books pro-
vide to learn about their content, form, and
historical setting. Each piece in the collection
has led him to new questions and pursuits. 

As editor of Miniature Book News, Edison is in
touch with his fellow collectors, learning about
developments in the field. He says, “Since 1965,
I’ve been writing a quarterly journal about
miniature books and the people involved. 
This has been part of the fun of collecting.” 

Edison appreciates all aspects of books—
design, paper, printing, binding, and content—
no matter what their size. This love of the book
contributes to his passion for the Washington
University Libraries. He admires the Libraries’
Triple Crown Collection of the entire pub-
lished work of three fine English presses as well
as ephemera on the printing process and the
history of the presses. Edison adds, “With the
renovation of Olin Library I was delighted to
see the Department of Special Collections
expand. Anne Posega and Erin Davis and their
staff are doing a good job in developing these
collections. The modern manuscript material
and the Henry Hampton collection are fabulous
resources, the kinds of things that become
resources for teaching and for scholarship. 
And that’s great to see.” 

the miniature book collection
of julian edison

FRUITS OF
PHILOSOPHY: ONE
MINIATURE BOOK’S
HUGE IMPACT 
Edison’s collection
includes a three-inch-tall
book entitled Fruits of
Philosophy; Or, The Private
Companion of Young
Married People. Published
anonymously by American
physician Charles
Knowlton in 1832, this
small book on contracep-
tion was the first of its
kind in the U.S. Meant
to be a practical tool to
advise newlyweds on 
family planning, Fruits 
of Philosophy calmly dis-
cussed the medical, social,
and economic issues
involved in birth control.
The book was published 
in this small format to be
inconspicuous and discrete.

Fruits of Philosophy existed
below the radar for
decades until it was
brought to England and
caused a stir for what
some considered its
shocking and tasteless
material. There, in 1877,
a well-publicized legal
battle ensued with the
courts eventually finding
in favor of the book. After
the trial, the sales of Fruits
of Philosophy and contra-
ceptive behavior increased
dramatically, with a
noticeable drop in the
English birthrate.

Julian Edison, holding Facts about the
Candidate, a book from his collection.

The Smallest French-English
Dictionary comes with a built-in

magnifying glass.
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a long-term supporter, Stella Darrow
(1911–2002) gave to Washington University in a 
variety of ways. And as a former librarian, she had 
a special place in her heart for the University
Libraries. Darrow was active with the Libraries’
Bookmark Society and served on its Eliot Society and
its National Council from the 1980s until shortly
before her death in 2002. She funded the Libraries’
acquisition and preservation of Clayton and Bell’s
drawings for the stained glass windows in Graham
Chapel, and in the spring of 2002, she left a bequest 
of $500,000 to the Libraries.  

A St. Louis native and a 1931 graduate of the School of
Arts & Sciences, Darrow was a librarian for the St. Louis
County Library until her marriage to Edward Darrow.
Even after leaving her job, Darrow continued to care
deeply for the profession. Dean Shirley Baker says of
her, “Stella was a steadfast supporter of the Libraries
throughout the years, intrigued by the mix of new tech-
nologies with the traditions she knew.”

Knowing Mrs. Darrow’s interests, the Libraries chose to
use a portion of her bequest to establish an endowment
for preservation of library materials. This endowment
helps fund the Libraries’ “unique books” preservation
project, focusing preservation efforts on materials held
only at Washington University Libraries. Part of Darrow’s
gift was used to match a National Historical Publications

and Records Commission (NHPRC) grant, funding the preservation of
and making accessible historic film from the Eyes on the Prize documen-
tary film series, part of the Henry Hampton Collection in the Film &
Media Archive.  

Thus, Stella Darrow’s gift has made hundreds of hours of historic film
footage available for use, and, through the endowment, is preserving
many unique but deteriorating books now and for years to come. This
valuable support strengthens and extends Darrow’s earlier support of
the Libraries, when she worked with Barbara Rea and others to form 
the Libraries’ Bookmark Society, a literary society that attracted donors
from a community of book lovers. Rea, who today directs
major events and special projects for the University,
describes Mrs. Darrow as a sweet and generous person
who gave, not just financially, but with all her resources,
saying, “Stella loved the Libraries. In her quiet way, she 
was one of the core group instrumental in helping build
philanthropy there.” 

In addition to her contributions to the Libraries, Mrs.
Darrow supported the School of Medicine and many 
projects in Arts & Sciences, and was an Eliot Society 
member and a long-standing member of the Washington
University Women’s Society. In 1978, Stella Darrow estab-
lished the Albert F. Koetter, M.D. Scholarship Fund in
memory of her father, an alumnus and faculty member 
of the School of Medicine. This fund awards at least one
full-tuition scholarship every year on the basis of academic
achievement and financial need. 

Mrs. Darrow was also influential in organizing the annual
brunches, beginning in 1953, to support the Washington
University Newman Center (later renamed the Catholic
Student Center). In 1978, her 25 years of service to the
Center were honored with an award, and in April 2002,
she established the Stella Koetter Darrow Chair in Catholic
Studies in the Religious Studies program in Arts &
Sciences.

Father Gary Braun, director of the Catholic Student
Center, says of Mrs. Darrow, “She was a strong woman. 
She was humble of heart and carried herself beautifully
and with dignity. She was committed to young people,
their education and faith.” 

This commitment continues to be felt in Stella Darrow’s
generous legacy to the Libraries and the University as a whole.

Stella Darrow:
a librarian supporting
the libraries

ABOUT EYES ON 
THE PRIZE
Eyes on the Prize, an
award-winning 14-part
documentary film series,
is a seminal work on the
history of the civil rights
movement. The series 
provides a poignant look 

at the struggles, personali-
ties, and accomplishments
of the movement’s partici-
pants, both famous and
unknown, from 1954 to
the mid-1980s.

The Hampton Collection
contains interviews with
some 1,000 people directly
involved in the civil rights

movement, as well as
hundreds of hours of
news footage. Only a frac-
tion of these interviews
were actually shown in
the documentary; many
have never been seen by
the public and now exist
only at Washington
University.

According to David
Rowntree, special media
collections archivist, Stella
Darrow’s gift “is helping
preserve deteriorating film
interviews from the Eyes
on the Prize series. We are 
re-assembling the film
and audio to make a
preservation and access

copy. We have also 
digitized and preserved
interviews onto approxi-
mately 200 CDs. These
interviews represent a rich
oral history that should be
available to the public.”

A view of H.M. Brackenridge’s Views of
Louisiana: Together with a Journal of a
voyage up the Missouri River, in 1811
before preservation.

The same book

after preservation.

One row of the Film & Media

Archive, which currently contains

over 34,000 items and 2,000

square feet of compact shelving.
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Curator of Rare Books Presents Paper
in october 2004, the Bibliographical Society of American (BSA) 
celebrated its centennial, holding its annual conference in St. Louis, the
city where it was founded. Washington University Libraries co-hosted,
with Anne Posega, head of Special Collections, serving on the planning
committee for local arrangements. 

The BSA is a scholarly society devoted to the study of books and manu-
scripts as physical objects. Its annual meetings are held in various loca-
tions throughout North America. In 1904—the year of BSA’s founding—
St. Louis hosted the Louisiana Purchase Exposition, better known as the
World’s Fair. The title of the 2004 conference was “Roughing It: Printing
and the Press in the West.” erin davis, the University Libraries’ curator
of rare books, presented her paper “Printing at the Fair: The Printing
Exhibits at the 1904 Louisiana Purchase International Exposition” during
the conference. Her paper and several others presented at the conference
were published in the September 2005 issue of The Papers of the
Bibliographical Society of America. 

staff accomplishments

Head of Access Attends
Leadership Institute
scott britton, University Libraries’ head of Access, was selected to
attend the Frye Leadership Institute at Emory University in June of
2005. The Frye Institute is an intensive, two-week residential program
whose purpose is to develop creative leaders to guide information 
services for higher education in the 21st century. 

During the program, participants analyze challenges that arise from
changing technologies and the increasing complexity of higher education.
Participants then explore these issues within their own institutions in a
year-long practicum. 

As head of Access, Scott Britton directs activities of Circulation, Reserve,
Interlibrary Loan, Shelving and the Arc (Technology Center), and coor-
dinates access policies and procedures among all Danforth Campus
libraries. At the Frye Institute Britton was one of 40 participants selected
from a pool of 220 applicants. He examined how libraries are adapting
to the growing role that technology plays in research, teaching, and
information management. 

Britton is now applying the knowledge he gained at the institute to his
work on Washington University’s online course management system,
with the goal of bringing ERes (electronic reserves) and other library
resources to faculty and students more seamlessly. 

Huestis, on Fulbright, Aids
Library Development in Nepal
jeff huestis, the director of applications and information resource
development at Washington University Libraries, traveled to Nepal 
in 2004 to assist the nation’s largest library in its efforts to modernize 
its resources. Funded by a Fulbright grant, Huestis spent six weeks in
Kathmandu researching the possibility of creating a digital network 
to link Nepal’s 60-odd college libraries. A network of this sort would 
connect the libraries to each other and allow users at each location to
order items from the other libraries.

While optimistic about the long-term, Huestis says the current infra-
structure needs vast improvement before such a system can be created
in Nepal. Through several years of political unrest, libraries have not
been a priority, and the neglect has resulted in outmoded technology
and under-trained staff. The first step, Huestis says, is helping the
Nepalis acquire cheap technology, which will allow them practice in the
software and hardware needed. “There are a lot of places in the third
world where the expensive networked resources are available at subsi-
dized prices or downright free,” Huestis says. “Spreading awareness and
getting people access to them is where I see this thing going.”

In the time since Huestis returned to the United States, a strategic 
partnership has been formed between COPPADES (the Nepali affiliate
of the World Computer Exchange) and READ-Nepal, an organization
that supports the start-up of village libraries. Through this partnership,
COPPADES’ efforts to place computers in schools will be extended to
READ-sponsored libraries. During his Fulbright visit, Huestis was instru-
mental in bringing these two groups together.

Erin Davis

Scott Britton

Jeff Huestis

«

«

«

the library is the temple of
learning, and learning has
liberated more people than
all the wars in history. CARL THOMAS ROWAN
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collections
Print volumes: 3,694,504
Print and electronic journal subscriptions:
44,806
Microforms: 3,355,312
Maps: 119,161
Audio Recordings: 39,203
Films and videos: 34,993
Computer files: 9,051
Manuscripts and archives: 14,169 linear feet

services and staff
Books and other items checked out: 278,705
Hours Olin Library is open annually: 6,032
Reference transactions: 58,129
Interlibrary loans provided: 40,603
Interlibrary loans received: 51,110
Professional Staff: 108
Support Staff: 133
Student Workers: 57 full time equivalents

olin library renovation data
Number of square feet added in the renovation
of Olin Library: 17,000
Library unit relocated most times during the
renovation: The Shelving Unit moved 5 times 
in 3 years.

Average number of times each of the 
1,551,000 volumes in Olin was moved 
during the renovation: 2.5

washington university has 14 libraries on
three campuses, 12 on the Danforth Campus
and one each at the Medical School Campus
and West Campus: 
Art & Architecture Library
Bernard Becker Medical Library 
Biology Library
Chemistry Library
East Asian Library
Gaylord Music Library
John M. Olin Library 
(includes Special Collections)
Kopolow Business Library
Law Library
Mathematics Library
Gustavus A. Pfeiffer Physics Library
Ronald Rettner Earth & 
Planetary Sciences Library
Social Work Library
West Campus Library (houses University
Archives, Film & Media Archive)
Unless otherwise indicated, statistics refer to all University Libraries, 
including the Becker Medical School Library, the Law Library, and the 
George Warren Brown School of Social Work Library. They reflect the 
academic year 2004-2005.
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university libraries: by the numbers

national council
members:
spring 2006
Jack E. Thomas, Jr.
council chair
Bernard “Buzzy” Basch
Gail Bunce
Ann Desloge 
Julian Edison 
Richard Grosbard
David Grossman
David Ferriero
Robert Hohler
Charles Kopman
Nancy Kranzberg
Don G. Lents
Steven Lopata
Joseph Losos
Susan Miller
Jeffrey Missman
James Moog
Kristi Nimmo
Sunny Pervil
Paul Pulver
Stuart Symington, Jr.

Study space on level 3 

of Olin Library  Robert Benson
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