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Historical Note

Washington University in St. Louis was founded by an act of incorporation by
means of a legislative charter on February 22, 1853. Devoted to the intellectual
and cultural betterment of the St. Louis community, Washington University, first
known as Eliot Seminary, was formally opened for classes on April 23, 1857.

Scope and Content Notes

This collection is comprised of 12 copies of the inaugural program for
Washington University. The program includes introductory remarks by Rev. Dr.
William Greenleaf Eliot (President of the Corporation), and addresses by J.D.
Low (Principal of the Academic Department), John How (Former St. Louis Mayor
and President of the O’Fallon Polytechnic Institute), Samuel Treat (Judge of the
United States Court District of Missouri), Rev. Dr. Post (Professor of Ancient and
Modern History) and Edward Everett. Two additional copies may be found in the
Washington University Archives Reference Collection (LD5797.7 1857).

Administrative Information
Source of Collection
This material was donated to the University Archives.

Accruals
There are no accruals.

Processing Information
Compiled by Jay Kempen in December 2005.
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Restrictions
Access Restrictions
There are no restrictions to access.

Use Restrictions
Users of the collection must read and abide by the Rules for the
Use of University Archives Materials.

Users of the collection who wish to use items from this collection, in
whole or in part, in any form of publication (as defined in the form)
must sign and submit to the Washington University Archives a hard
copy of the Notification of Intent to Quote from or Publish University
Archives Materials form.

All publication not covered by fair use restricted to those who have
permission of the copyright holder.

Collection Contents
Series 01: Publications by Otto Heller
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01 “Inauguration of Washington University at St. Louis, Missouri, 23
April 1857.” Boston: Little, Brown, and Company, 1957. (x12
copies)
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