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Historical Note

In 1972, a petition circulated the campus of Washington University, asking for the
formation of a Women'’s Studies program. The petition was successful and the program
began soon thereafter. This program was designed to cover women'’s experience in the
past, examine their experience in the present, and chart such directions as may make
their future more fulfilling. Women’s Studies was a field that combines the traditional
concerns of many disciplines and applies their methods to new ends. After its initial
formation, the program coordinated courses offered by many departments in the
College of Arts and Sciences, incorporated courses offered by other schools within the
University, and offered tutorials and occasional cross-disciplinary seminars of its own. It
granted a B.A. in Women'’s Studies to any student who, in addition to fulfilling the
College requirements, completed twenty-one upper division units in Women'’s Studies
and a senior thesis or project.

Scope and Content Notes

This collection is divided into six series as follows:

Series 01: Correspondence (arranged alphabetically by subject, then chronologically
within each subject)

Series 02: Business Matters (arranged alphabetically by subject, then chronologically
within each subject)

Series 03: Washington University Courses (arranged alphabetically by subject, then
chronologically within each subject)

Series 04: Publications and Events (arranged publications then events, both arranged
alphabetically by subject, then chronologically within each subject)

Series 05: Records of the Washington University Ad Hoc Committee on the Status of
Women Faculty (arranged publications then events, both arranged
alphabetically by subject, then chronologically within each subject)
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Series 06: Records relating to a proposal for an Office of Women'’s Affairs and the
Council for Women'’s Affairs (arranged publications then events, both
arranged alphabetically by subject, then chronologically within each subject)

Administrative Information
Source of Collection
This material was donated to the University Archives by the Women’s Studies
Program in January 1992 and 1994 and by others at various times.

Accruals
There are no accruals.

Processing Information
Updated by Sarah Pabarcus in February 2006.

Restrictions
Access Restrictions
There are no restrictions to access.

Use Restrictions
Users of the collection must read and abide by the Rules for the
Use of University Archives Materials.

Users of the collection who wish to use items from this collection, in
whole or in part, in any form of publication (as defined in the form)
must sign and submit to the Washington University Archives a hard
copy of the Notification of Intent to Quote from or Publish University
Archives Materials form.

All publication not covered by fair use restricted to those who have permission of
the copyright holder.

Collection Contents

Series 01: Correspondence (arranged alphabetically by subject, then chronologically
within each subject)

Box No. Folder

01 Black Women Search Committee
General Correspondence (1973 — 1975)

General Correspondence (1974 — 1976)
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General Correspondence (1977)
General Correspondence (1978 — 1992)
Library
Mellon Fellowship Search
With Other Women'’s Studies Programs
With Publishers
Psychology of Women Search Committee
Senior Projects/Theses (1976 — 1977)
Women'’s Literature Search
Women'’s Studies Area Steering Committee (1975 — 1978)
Women'’s Studies Bibliographer (1976 — 1979)
Women'’s Studies Planning Group — Mini Catalog (Spring, 1975)
Women and Visual Arts Search
Series 02: Business Matters (arranged alphabetically by subject, then chronologically

within each subject)
Box No. Folder

01 Budget — Monthly Ledgers (1973 — 1974)
Budget — Monthly Ledgers (1979 — 1980)
Budget — Monthly Ledgers (1980 — 1981)
Budget — Monthly Ledgers (1981 — 1982)
Budget — Summaries (1983 — 1988)
Budget — General Correspondence (1973 — 1974)
Budget — General Correspondence (1974 — 1975)

Budget — General Correspondence (1975 — 1976)
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Budget — General Correspondence (1976 — 1977)
Budget — General Correspondence (1977 — 1978)
Budget — General Correspondence (1978 — 1980)
Budget — General Correspondence (1980 — 1981)
Women'’s Studies Planning Group — Proposals for Women’s Studies Major

Women'’s Studies Planning Group — Minutes and Announcements (1973
1975, n.d.)

Women'’s Studies Planning Group Committee Work (1974)
Series 03: Washington University Courses (arranged alphabetically by subject, then

chronologically within each subject)
Box No. Folder

01 Colloquia (1972 — 1980)
Curriculum Changes (1980)

02 Description of Courses Offered (1972 — 1976)
Description of Courses Offered (Spring 1976)
Description of Courses Offered (Spring 1977)
Description of Courses Offered (Fall 1977)
Description of Courses Offered (Spring 1978)
Description of Courses Offered (Fall 1978)
Description of Courses Offered (Spring 1979)
Description of Courses Offered (Fall 1979)
Description of Courses Offered (Spring 1980)
Description of Courses Offered (1981)

Description of Courses Offered (1980 — 1984)
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Description of Courses Offered (1984 — 1989)
Description of Courses Offered (1989 — 1992)

Proposals — Women'’s Studies 399 (Tutorials in Women'’s Studies) (1975 —
1977)

Proposals — Women'’s Studies 500 (Independent Study)

Student Evaluations — Education 514 (Teaching About Women) (Summer
1976)

Student Evaluations — Education 581 (Counseling Women) (Spring 1980)

Student Evaluations — English Lit 319 (19" Cent. Women Novelists)
(Spring 1980)

Student Evaluations — History 375 (History of Jewish Women) (Spring
1980)

Student Evaluations — History 409 (History of Women in Education)
(Spring 1980)

Student Evaluations — Philosophy 332 (Topics in Feminism —
Mother/Daughter Relationships) (Spring 1980)

Student Evaluations — Sociology 68-356 (Women, Crime, & Society)
(Spring 1977)

Series 04: Publications and Events (arranged publications then events, both arranged
alphabetically by subject, then chronologically within each subject)
Box No. Folder

02 Publications
Gatherings (Newsletter) (1979 — 1983)

“In Her Own Words” — Oral History Transcripts from Women'’s Studies
Course (1986)

Speaking Out (Essays) (1985)
Vestal Virgins (1991 — 1992)

Women'’s Studies Courses (Brochures) (Fall 1973-Spring 1989)

womens-studies-program_002 5



Women'’s Studies Courses (Brochures) (Fall 1989-Spring 1992)
Women'’s Studies Events (Brochures) (Fall 1980-Spring 1988)
Women'’s Studies Events (Brochures) (Summer 1988-Summer 1992)
Women'’s Studies Program (Brochures) (1980-)

Women'’s Studies Student Association (1980)

“Women’s Studies at Washington University” Through 1979

03 Events
Clippings 1972 — Summer 1985

Clippings Fall 1985 — Summer 1990

Clippings Fall 1990 — Summer 1992

First Petition for Women'’s Studies Program (1972)

Holmes Lounge Incident (Fall 1984)

Take Back The Night March (October 1988)

Tapes — Giving Tongue: Seasoned Dyke Speculations MWSA (April 1987)

Tapes — Treblicot: Herstory of Women'’s Studies at W.U. (August 1991)
Series 05: Records of the Washington University Ad Hoc Committee on the
Status of Women Faculty (arranged alphabetically by subject, then chronologically

within each subject)
Box No. Folder

03 Correspondence (1986 — 1990)
Media Coverage
Part-Time Faculty
Sex-Based Salaries

SWIP Conference
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Series 06: Records relating to a proposal for an Office of Women’s Affairs and
the Council for Women’s Affairs (arranged alphabetically by subject, then
chronologically within each subject)

Box No. Folder

03 Council for Women'’s Affairs (1971)

Proposal for an Office of Women'’s Affairs (1970)
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