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Historical Note 
Legal Services of Eastern Missouri (LSEM) can trace its roots to volunteerism. 
The earliest known record of the idea to provide legal help to the poor in the St. 
Louis area appears in the minutes from a meeting of The Bar Association of 
Metropolitan St. Louis (BAMSL) in 1911. Services were first provided to the poor 
by volunteers through BAMSL. A volunteer Legal Aid Bureau was later 
established by the City of St. Louis.  
 
In 1956 The Legal Aid Society of the City and County of St. Louis was founded 
as a non-profit corporation to serve the poor with their civil legal needs. In 1978 
The Legal Aid Society changed its name to Legal Services of Eastern Missouri 
due to the expansion of its service area to other counties in the St. Louis area. In 
1993 LSEM merged with the Legal Services program in Hannibal, Missouri. 
 
Scope and Content Notes 
This collection includes bylaws, committee notes, correspondence, director’s 
reports, minutes, newsletters, press releases programs, statistical reports, and 
treasurer reports.  The material is arranged alphabetically by subject. 
 
Administrative Information 
 Source of Collection 

This material was donated to University Archives between 1970 and 1972  
by Hiram Lesar, Dean, Washington University School of Law. 

 
 Accruals 
 There are no accruals. 
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 Processing Information 
 Compiled by Leela Pandey in December 2005. 
 
Restrictions 
 Access Restrictions 
 There are no restrictions to access. 
 
 Use Restrictions 
 Users of the collection must read and abide by the Rules for the  
 Use of University Archives Materials. 
 
 Users of the collection who wish to use items from this collection, in  
 whole or in part, in any form of publication (as defined in the form)  
 must sign and submit to the Washington University Archives a hard  
 copy of the Notification of Intent to Quote from or Publish University  
 Archives Materials form. 

All publication not covered by fair use restricted to those who have 
permission of the copyright holder. 

 
Collection Contents 
Box No. Folder    
 
01  Bylaws  
  
  Committee on Standards 
 
  Contracts 
 
  Correspondence 1959-1960 
 
  Correspondence 1961-1966 
 
  Correspondence 1967-1968 
 
  Correspondence 1970 
 
  Correspondence 1971-1972 
 
  Director’s Reports 
 
  Minutes  1957 – 1967 
 
  Minutes  1968 – 1972 
 
  Newsletter   1970 – 1971 
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  Reports; Press Releases, Programs 
 
  Statistical reports 
 
  Treasurer reports 
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