
 
 

Users’ Guides to the Medical Literature: Online Guide  Page 1 
© 2004 Centre for Health Evidence and JAMA & Archives Journals http://www.usersguides.org   

Users’ Guides to the Medical Literature: Online Guide 
 
You may wish to print this guide for easy reference. 
 
The Users’ Guides to the Medical Literature Web site is the online equivalent to the textbook Users' 
Guides to the Medical Literature: A Manual for Evidence-Based Clinical Practice.  The Users’ Guides to 
the Medical Literature Web site also contains features and tools that can help health care practitioners 
and policy makers better appraise and apply medical literature in practice. 
 

Accessing the Users’ Guides to the Medical Literature 
 
The Users’ Guides to the Medical Literature Web site can be accessed by those with subscriptions to 
JAMA & Archives Journals.  
 
Individual access: individuals with personal subscriptions to JAMA & Archives Journals (www.jama.com) 
must activate their online subscriptions in order to obtain a username and password to access the Users’ 
Guides to the Medical Literature Web site. Individuals can access the site using the following instructions: 
1. go to www.usersguides.org 
2. click the “log in” button at the top of the screen 
3. enter their username and password, click “Sign In” 
4. select “Access UGI” from the resulting screen if prompted 
 
Institutional access: institutions with subscriptions to JAMA & Archives Journals (www.jama.com) can 
access the Web site using the following instructions:  
1. go to www.usersguides.org 
2. click the “log in” button at the top of the screen 
 
If institutions would like to create a direct link to the Users’ Guides to the Medical Literature Web site 
within their online collections, they can use the following: 
 
http://pubs.ama-assn.org/cgi/ugi_redirect?external_ref=http://ugi.usersguides.org/usersguides/hg/hh_logon_hw.asp 
 
This link will only allow access to users within the designated IP range for the institutions JAMA & 
Archives Journals subscription. 
 
For information about subscriptions to JAMA & Archives Journals, please visit www.jama.com. 
 

Settings 
 
The Users’ Guides to the Medical Literature Web site is currently best viewed using Internet Explorer 5 or 
better. 
 
The Users’ Guides to the Medical Literature Web site table of contents uses Active X, therefore, Active X 
should be enabled for Internet Explorer. This can be done by going into the Internet Options > Security 
and checking off the appropriate options. 
 
In order to take advantage of online features, we recommend using a screen resolution of 1024x768 or 
greater. 
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Web site Layout 
 
The Users’ Guides to the Medical Literature Web site has 3 main panels, the table of contents, the main 
reading panel and the Work Pad.  
 
 

Open or close the Work Pad for the chapterSelect a chapter 

Review glossary 
terms associated with 

the chapter 
Print friendly PDF version of the chapter
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Work Pad 
 
The Work Pad is configured differently for each chapter of the Users’ Guides to the Medical Literature 
Web site. Therefore, the set of tools that appears when you are working with the Therapy chapter will be 
different than the set of tools that appears when you are working with Diagnostic Tests chapter, and so 
on. 
 
In general, most chapters will have some combination of the following Work Pad tools: 
 
Clipboard 
 

The clipboard is a place for users to store notes while they 
are reading or working with the Users' Guides to the Medical 
Literature. Used in conjunction with other tools such as the 
worksheets or question builder, the clipboard is a useful way 
to organize ideas or capture key concepts while reading the 
text. 
 
Text can be copied and pasted or simply dragged and 
dropped into the text area boxes. 
 
Information can be organized using the Information Cycle: 
 

 Assess: use this space to indicate all relevant 
issues with the clinical/policy scenario or 
patient/population problem. 

 
 Ask: use this space to store notes that will help in 

formulating a well-built clinical question.  
 

 Acquire: use this space to indicate keywords and 
key resources that can be used in order to acquire 
evidence needed to solve the clinical/policy 
problem. 

 
 Appraise: use this space to write notes about the 

validity, importance, and applicability of the 
information that has been acquired.   

 
 Apply: use this section to write any notes about how 

information acquired can be applied to the original 
clinical/policy problem. 

 
If a user selects the “Store” button at the bottom, their 
information will be stored for the duration of their session.  
This information will also transfer to other relevant Work Pad 
sections. 
 
Information is only stored for the current session.  Leaving 
the Users' Guides to the Medical Literature Web site or 
closing the browser window, deletes any entries. You cannot 
save or print this information. 
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Question Builder 
 

The question builder is a Work Pad tool found in most 
Part 1 chapters and a few chapters in Part 2.  The 
question builder is different in each chapter, but works 
quite similarly.  The example to the left is from the 
Diagnostic Tests chapter. 
 
The question builder provides users with a structure 
for formulating well-built questions using variations of 
the PICO mnemonic.   
 
Users can use the plus/minus buttons to get more 
information about each component of the question. 
 
Once information about each component has been 
entered, the user can select the “Draft question” 
button to generate a well-built question. 
 
If a user selects the “Save” button at the bottom, their 
question information will be stored for the duration of 
their session.  This information will also transfer to 
other relevant Work Pad sections. 
 
Information is only stored for the current session.  
Leaving the Users' Guides to the Medical Literature 
Web site or closing the browser window, deletes any 
entries. You cannot save or print this information. 
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Calculators 
 

Calculators have been developed for sections of the 
Users' Guides to the Medical Literature where 
quantitative measures are discussed.  They can be 
accessed by opening the Work Pad and clicking on the 
calculator icon. 
 
Although some of the calculators link to outside Web 
sites, many have been developed for the Users’ Guides 
to the Medical Literature and have unique interactive 
properties. 
 
All calculators indicate whether or not additional 
software will be required to run the calculator and 
include descriptive information about how to use the 
tool. 
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Worksheets 
 

Interactive worksheets are associated with all chapters that 
have a Users’ Guide. This includes most chapters in Part 1 
and a few chapters in Part 2. 
 
Open and close various sections of the interactive 
worksheet using the plus/minus buttons. 
 
Each question of the Guide is hyperlinked to the 
appropriate chapter and section to give the user quick 
access to more detailed information. 
 
Short tips are included for each question and can be 
accessed by using the plus/minus buttons. 
 
A printable PDF version of the worksheet is included and 
can be downloaded by selecting the document icon. 
 
Once a user has completed a section of the interactive 
Guide, they can select the “Store” button and continue 
working on other sections. 
 
After all sections are complete, the user can choose to 
“Store” the information (again, this only stores for the 
duration of the Internet session).   
 
Users can also choose to “Compose”. Compose will 
reformat the user’s responses into a display that is suitable 
for printing or saving to disk. 
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Further Study 
 
A further study section has been added to provide access to evidence-based practice bibliographies and 
examples of completed critical appraisals. 
 
This section is dynamic and will expand over time based on user feedback and new developments in the 
field. 
 
Current critical appraisal topics are selected from student assignments submitted to the Critical Appraisal 
of the Health Sciences Literature, a master’s level course at the University of Alberta. High quality critical 
appraisals can be submitted for review to tanya.voth@cche.net.  
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In Text Features 
 
Additional interactive tools are available in text; usually these appear as small icons embedded in the text 
or as hypertext links.  The image below highlights 2 in text tools that can be helpful to users: 
 
1. Pre-loaded PubMed searches can be found in most “Finding the Evidence” sections 
2. Pop-up citations are linked throughout the text and provide quick access to full-text articles where 
available. 
 
Additional tools include pop-up glossary terms, hypertext links to other chapters and sections, links to 
outside resources that are referenced. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Pre-loaded PubMed searches 
run a live search using original 
search strategies. 

Pop-up citations include 
bibliographic details and links to 
full-text where available. 
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Contacts 
 
The Users’ Guides to the Medical Literature Web site is developed and maintained by the Centre for 
Health Evidence at the University of Alberta on behalf of JAMA & Archives Journals.  
 
For more information about subscriptions, copyright and permissions, please direct inquiries to JAMA & 
Archives Journals (www.jama.com). 
 
The Centre for Health Evidence (www.cche.net) has been working to develop companion curriculum for 
the Users’ Guides to the Medical Literature that can be licensed by groups interested in providing online 
learning opportunities in evidence-based practice. Curriculum requires that groups have access to one or 
more of the following health literature repositories: OVID EBM Reviews, Cochrane Library, ACP Journal 
Club, Evidence-Based Medicine/Evidence-Based Nursing, UpToDate, Clinical Evidence, online health 
sciences journal collections. Online curriculum includes narrated slide presentations, reading lists, online 
exercises for self-study or examination, bulletin board, and discussion forums. Curriculum and resources 
are integrated using an Internet Desktop program that controls user authentication, allows local 
instructors to manage select areas, provides detailed usage statistics, and can be accessed from any 
computer terminal where the program is installed. This integrated online evidence-based practice 
environment is called the Users’ Guides Interactive (UGI) Desktop. The UGI Desktop programs are not 
licensed to individuals, as they are custom online environments tailored to group needs. Examples may 
include (but are not limited to): 
 

 medical schools or residency programs 
 faculty development programs 
 continuing professional development programs 

 
For more information about costs and processes involved in developing a UGI Desktop program for your 
institution, please contact: 
 
Tanya Voth, MLIS 
Program Manager 
Centre for Health Evidence  
University of Alberta 
tanya.voth@cche.net 
 
 
 


